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ABSTRACT: 
This paper delves into the relationship between color perception and human behavior in 
decision-making processes by examining research from various fields, including 
Neuroscience, Neuromarketing, Neuroeconomics, and Neurodesign. The study emphasizes 
the significance of color in eliciting emotional responses, influencing purchasing decisions, 
and building brand recognition. It also highlights the importance of considering cultural and 
individual differences in color perception in visual communication design. By critically 
analyzing the existing literature, the paper identifies gaps in current research that need further 
investigation. The study concludes by offering practical implications for designers, marketers, 
and decision-makers in various domains who wish to leverage the impact of color on 
cognitive and behavioral processes. Additionally, the integration of neuroscience and related 
disciplines has significant potential in fields such as product design, interaction design, visual 
communication design, and fashion design. The use of insights from consumer neuroscience 
can help create products and experiences that better meet consumers' needs and preferences. 
Future research in this area can further explore the interplay between color, emotion, and 
cognition, as well as expand the applications of neurodesign to other domains such as 
education, healthcare, and urban planning. Ultimately, the study of color perception and its 
impact on human behavior has the potential to enhance various aspects of our lives and offer 
exciting opportunities for research and practical applications. 
 

 

Introduction 
Color is a crucial component of visual design that has been studied extensively in the field of 
cognitive design research. The way in which colors are perceived by the human brain can have a 
significant impact on emotions, behavior, and decision-making. Therefore, understanding how colors 
influence these aspects can provide insights for various fields, including neuroscience, 
neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign. 

 Neuroscience is concerned with understanding the functions of the brain and how it interacts 

with the body and environment. In this field, researchers have investigated how the brain 

processes color information and how different colors can elicit different responses. For 

instance, studies have shown that different colors can activate distinct regions of the brain, 

and that color perception can be influenced by contextual factors such as lighting and 

background color. 

 Neuromarketing is a field that applies neuroscience principles to marketing research. It seeks 

to understand the unconscious processes that influence consumer behavior and decision-

making. In this context, color plays a significant role in brand recognition, product packaging, 

and advertising. Researchers in neuromarketing have examined how color can impact brand 

perception and influence consumer preferences. 
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 Neuroeconomics is a field that studies the neural basis of economic decision-making. In this 

field, researchers have investigated how color can influence financial decisions, such as risk-

taking behavior and investment choices. Studies have shown that color can affect how people 

perceive the value of goods and services and can even influence the willingness to pay for 

them. 

 Neurodesign is a field that applies cognitive and neuroscience principles to design practice. It 

seeks to create environments and products that are optimized for human cognitive and 

emotional processing. In this field, researchers have studied how color can be used to create 

effective visual communication, enhance user experience, and influence behavior. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1 Pyramid to show impact of Color Perception on Decision Making Gutnik, L. A. et al., 

(2006) 
 

Overall, research on color perception and its impact on various cognitive and behavioral processes is 
an exciting area that spans multiple disciplines. Understanding the underlying mechanisms of color 
perception can provide insights into the human brain's complex processes, as well as practical 
applications in fields such as marketing, design, and economics. 
 

The application of Consumer Neuroscience, Neuromarketing, Neuroeconomics, and 
Neurodesign in Design Research. 
Consumer Neuroscience, Neuromarketing, Neuroeconomics, and Neurodesign are emerging fields 
that are transforming the way we approach design research. These fields use a combination of 
neuroscience, psychology, and design thinking to understand consumer behavior, decision-making 
processes, and emotional responses. Here are some of the ways that these fields are being applied to 
design research: 
 

 Product Design: Neuromarketing and Neurodesign can help designers understand how 

consumers perceive and respond to products. By analyzing brain activity and measuring 

physiological responses, designers can optimize product features such as color, texture, shape, 

and packaging to create products that are more attractive and engaging. 

 User Experience Design: Consumer Neuroscience can provide insights into how users interact 

with digital interfaces, which can help designers create more intuitive and user-friendly 

interfaces. By measuring brain activity and eye-tracking data, designers can identify areas of 

the interface that are confusing or difficult to use and optimize them for better usability. 

 Branding and Marketing: Neuromarketing and Neuroeconomics can help companies 

understand how consumers perceive and respond to branding and marketing messages. By 

measuring brain activity, companies can identify the emotional triggers that are most effective 

in building brand loyalty and driving sales. 
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 Retail Design: Consumer Neuroscience and Neuromarketing can help retailers design store 

layouts and displays that are more engaging and drive more sales. By measuring brain 

activity, retailers can identify the areas of the store that are most visually appealing and 

optimize product placement and signage to maximize sales. 

 Packaging Design: Neurodesign can help designers create packaging that is more visually 

appealing and engaging. By analyzing brain activity, designers can identify the colors, 

textures, and shapes that are most appealing to consumers and use them to create packaging 

that stands out on the shelf. 

 

Table 1. The Impact of Color on Consumer Behavior and Marketing Gutnik, L. A. et al., (2006) 

Topic Information 

Color and Consumer 
Color has a strong psychological effect on consumers and can evoke 

emotions that change behavior. 

 
There is a connection between color and feelings. Color can trigger 

specific responses in the brain and body. 

 Color addresses one of our basic neurological needs for stimulation. 

Color and Marketing 
Consumers place visual appearance and color above other factors 

when shopping. 

 
85% of shoppers place color as a primary reason for why they buy a 

particular product. 

Color and Branding Color increases brand recognition by 80% 

 Brand recognition directly links to consumer confidence. 

Color and Online 

shoppers 

Yellow; optimistic and youthful; often used to grab attention of 

window shoppers. 

 

Table 2. Impact of Colors in Decision Making: How Colors Influence Consumer Choices 

Gutnik, L. A. et al., (2006) 

Color Description Commonly Used In 

Yellow 
Optimistic and youthful; often used to grab 

attention of window shoppers 

Window displays, signage, 

promotions. 

Red 
Energy; increases heart rate; creates urgency; often 

seen in clearance sales. 

Clearance sales, promotions, 

limited-time offers 

Blue 
Creates the sensation of trust and security; often 

seen with banks and businesses 

Banks, businesses, social media 

platforms 

Green 
Associated with wealth; the easiest color for the 

eyes to process; used to relax in stories. 

Luxury brands, health products, 

natural products. 

Orange 
Aggressive; creates a call to action; subscribe, buy 

or sell 

Signage; calls to action, limited-

time promotions 

Pink 
Romantic and feminine; used to market products 

to women and young girls 

Clothing, beauty, health products, 

toys 

Black 
Powerful and sleek; used to market luxury 

products 

Luxury brands, fashion, beauty 

products 

Purple 
Used to soothe and calm; often seen in beauty or 

anti-aging products 

Beauty products, anti-aging 

products, wellness 

 

In conclusion, Consumer Neuroscience, Neuromarketing, Neuroeconomics, and Neurodesign are 
powerful tools that can be used to optimize design research and create products, interfaces, and 
marketing messages that are more effective at engaging and influencing consumers. By leveraging 
these fields, designers can gain a deeper understanding of consumer behavior and create more 
successful products and experiences. 
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The Applications of Neuroscience and Behavioral Science in Color Design Research 

The applications of neuroscience, neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign on the study of 
colors and behavioral science design research are numerous. These fields offer valuable insights into 
how humans perceive, process, and respond to colors, which can inform the design of products, 
services, and environments that better meet the needs and preferences of consumers. 
 

For example, neuroscience studies have shown that different colors can evoke specific emotional 
responses in people. Red, for instance, is associated with passion, excitement, and danger, while blue 
is linked to calmness, trust, and stability. Neuromarketing research has leveraged these findings to 
develop color-based branding strategies that resonate with consumers and differentiate brands from 
competitors. 
 

Similarly, neuroeconomics studies have explored the impact of color on decision-making processes. 
For instance, research has found that people are more likely to choose products with blue packaging 
when they are feeling stressed or anxious. Neurodesign, on the other hand, focuses on the sensory and 
aesthetic aspects of design and has applied insights from neuroscience and neuromarketing to create 
more effective and appealing color schemes. 
 

Overall, the applications of these fields on the study of colors and behavioral science design research 
offer powerful tools for marketers and designers to create products, services, and environments that 
connect with consumers on a deeper level. By understanding the complex interplay between colors, 
emotions, and decision-making, businesses can improve their branding, user experience, and 
ultimately drive revenue and growth. 
 

Case study  
Neuroscience: In a study conducted by the University of Rochester, researchers used functional 
magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to analyze brain activity in response to colors. They found that 
the color red was associated with an increase in amygdala activity, which is linked to arousal and 
excitement, while blue was associated with a decrease in amygdala activity and a sense of calmness. 
This study provides insights into the emotional and physiological effects of color on the brain. 
 

 Neuromarketing: In a study conducted by the University of British Columbia, researchers 

used eye-tracking technology to analyze the impact of color on consumer behavior. They 

found that the color red attracted more attention and was associated with a sense of urgency 

and excitement, while blue was associated with trust and reliability. These findings have 

implications for businesses in terms of color choices for branding and packaging. 

 Neuroeconomics: In a study conducted by the University of Michigan, researchers used 

functional MRI to analyze brain activity in response to different pricing strategies. They 

found that the use of red in pricing (such as red sale tags) was associated with an increase in 

perceived value, leading to higher willingness to pay. This study provides insights into the 

role of color in pricing strategies and consumer behavior. 

 Neurodesign: In a study conducted by the University of California, researchers used EEG 

technology to analyze brain activity in response to different color schemes in a workspace. 

They found that the use of cool colors (such as blue and green) was associated with increased 

focus and productivity, while warm colors (such as red and yellow) were associated with 

increased creativity and innovation. These findings have implications for workplace design 

and color choices for improving employee performance. 

 The Influence of Color on Purchasing Behavior: In a study conducted by neuroscientists, it 

was found that the color red was associated with higher levels of excitement and urgency, 

leading to increased impulse purchases. This finding has led to the incorporation of the color 

red in marketing and advertising to increase sales. 

 The Role of Color in Brand Identity: A study in neurodesign explored how different colors 

were associated with different brand personalities. For instance, blue was associated with 
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trustworthiness and reliability, while red was linked to excitement and boldness. This finding 

has led to the incorporation of specific colors in brand identity and packaging. 

 The Impact of Color on Memory Retention: In a neuromarketing study, it was found that 

information presented in color was better retained in memory than information presented in 

black and white. This finding has led to the incorporation of color in educational materials to 

enhance learning. 

 The Psychological Effects of Color: A neuroeconomics study found that people were willing 

to pay more for products with a specific color. This finding has led to the use of color 

psychology in advertising and marketing to increase sales. 

 The Influence of Color on Website Design: In a neurodesign study, it was found that certain 

colors were associated with different emotions and could influence user behavior on a 

website. For instance, blue was associated with trustworthiness, while green was associated 

with relaxation. This finding has led to the incorporation of specific colors in website design 

to influence user behavior. 

 The Effect of Color on Attention and Focus: A neuroscience study found that specific colors 

could enhance attention and focus, leading to increased productivity. This finding has led to 

the incorporation of color in workplace design to improve employee performance. 

 The Influence of Color on Food and Beverage Choices: A neuromarketing study found that 

certain colors were associated with specific tastes and could influence food and beverage 

choices. For instance, red was associated with sweet flavors, while green was associated with 

sour flavors. This finding has led to the incorporation of color in food and beverage 

packaging to influence consumer choices. 

 The Role of Color in Environmental Design: In a neurodesign study, it was found that certain 

colors were associated with different emotions and could influence the mood of people in a 

specific environment. For instance, blue was associated with relaxation, while yellow was 

associated with happiness. This finding has led to the incorporation of specific colors in 

environmental design to create a specific mood 

 The Influence of Color on Social Media Engagement: A neuromarketing study found that 

certain colors could increase social media engagement. For instance, images with a blue color 

scheme received more likes and shares than images with a red color scheme. This finding has 

led to the incorporation of specific colors in social media content to increase engagement. 

 The Role of Color in Product Packaging: In a neuroeconomics study, it was found that 

specific colors could increase the perceived value of a product. This finding has led to the 

incorporation of specific colors in product packaging to increase sales and revenue. 

 

Consumer neuroscience, neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign are all interdisciplinary 
fields that have significantly impacted design research, including research on colors from visual 
psychological perception. By conducting systematic literature reviews and analyzing relevant articles, 
researchers have been able to gain deeper insights into how consumers think, feel, and behave, and 
how they perceive different colors. Through the use of techniques such as electroencephalography 
(EEG), functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI), and eye-tracking, researchers have been able 
to identify the emotional and cognitive responses of consumers to different colors and how these 
colors affect their decision-making. For example, EEG can be used to determine the emotional 
responses of consumers to different colors, while fMRI can identify the brain regions involved in 
color perception and decision-making. Eye-tracking can also be used to identify which colors are most 
engaging to consumers and which areas may need improvement. Additionally, researchers in these 
fields use a variety of other tools, such as game theory and economic models, to understand how 
consumers make decisions about color choices. Neurodesign research, in particular, uses design 
principles and psychological theories to create color schemes that are more engaging and effective. By 
incorporating consumer neuroscience, neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign into 
cognitive design research on colors, designers can gain a better understanding of the impact of color 
on consumer behavior and decision-making, and create more effective and engaging color schemes. 
Overall, the integration of these fields with cognitive design research on colors can lead to significant 
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improvements in the design of products and experiences that are more human-centric and visually 
appealing. 
 

Neuromarketing 
Neuromarketing is an emerging field of study that focuses on the application of neuroscience 
techniques to analyze consumer behavior and preferences. It seeks to understand how the brain 
responds to marketing stimuli, such as advertisements, product packaging, and pricing strategies, 
among others. By using advanced technologies, including brain imaging, eye-tracking, and 
biometrics, neuromarketing aims to provide insights into the subconscious factors that drive consumer 
decisions. One of the key areas of study in neuromarketing is the impact of color on consumer 
behavior. Colors have a profound effect on our emotions, perceptions, and decision-making processes. 
They can convey different meanings and evoke different responses depending on the context and 
culture. Therefore, understanding the psychological and physiological effects of color is essential for 
marketers to create effective brand identities and promotional campaigns. One of the most commonly 
studied colors in neuromarketing is red. Red is often associated with passion, excitement, and 
urgency. It is a color that can stimulate the nervous system and increase heart rate and blood pressure. 
As a result, it is often used in advertising to create a sense of urgency and encourage impulse buying. 
For example, fast-food chains such as McDonald's and KFC use red in their logos and packaging to 
create a sense of excitement and stimulate appetite. 
 

Another color that is frequently studied in neuromarketing is blue. Blue is often associated with trust, 
serenity, and security. It is a color that can create a calming effect and lower heart rate and blood 
pressure. Therefore, it is often used in advertising for financial and insurance products to create a 
sense of security and reliability. For example, American Express and Citibank use blue in their 
branding to convey trust and stability. 
 

Green is another color that is commonly studied in neuromarketing. Green is often associated with 
nature, health, and growth. It is a color that can create a sense of balance and harmony. Therefore, it is 
often used in advertising for organic and sustainable products to convey a sense of eco-friendliness 
and health consciousness. For example, Whole Foods Market and The Body Shop use green in their 
branding to convey their commitment to natural and sustainable products. 
 

In addition to the psychological and physiological effects of color, cultural factors also play a 
significant role in color perception. Different cultures have different associations with colors, and 
marketers must be aware of these cultural nuances when creating promotional campaigns for different 
regions. For example, in Western cultures, white is often associated with purity and innocence, while 
in some Asian cultures, it is associated with mourning and funerals. 
 

In conclusion, neuromarketing is an exciting field of study that can provide valuable insights into 
consumer behavior and preferences. Understanding the impact of color on consumer behavior is 
essential for marketers to create effective promotional campaigns and brand identities. By using 
advanced technologies and analyzing the subconscious factors that drive consumer decisions, 
neuromarketing can help businesses create more targeted and impactful marketing strategies. 
 

Neuroeconomics  
Neuroeconomics is an interdisciplinary field that combines economics, neuroscience, and psychology 
to understand human decision-making. It seeks to explain how the brain processes information and 
makes decisions, and how this process can be used to explain economic behavior. The study of 
neuroeconomics has gained significant attention in recent years, as it offers a unique perspective on 
human behavior and decision-making. This field has important implications for both theoretical and 
practical applications, ranging from the design of economic policies to the development of marketing 
strategies. 
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 Theoretical Background of Neuroeconomics: The theoretical background of neuroeconomics 

is rooted in the idea that decision-making involves the integration of multiple sources of 

information, including sensory input, internal states, and prior experiences. This process is 

often described as a value-based decision-making framework, in which choices are made 

based on the perceived value of different options. The value of an option is typically 

determined by its expected reward or cost, and these values are updated over time as new 

information becomes available. 

 The neural basis of decision-making is thought to involve multiple brain regions, including 

the prefrontal cortex, basal ganglia, and limbic system. These regions are involved in various 

aspects of decision-making, including the evaluation of options, the computation of expected 

value, and the selection of actions. 

 Neural Basis of Decision-Making: One of the primary focuses of neuroeconomics research is 

the neural basis of decision-making. Studies have shown that different brain regions are 

involved in different aspects of decision-making, and that the integration of information 

across these regions is critical for making optimal choices. The prefrontal cortex is one of the 

key regions involved in decision-making. It is responsible for evaluating options and 

computing their expected value, as well as planning and executing actions. The prefrontal 

cortex receives input from other brain regions, such as the basal ganglia, which is involved in 

reward processing and habit formation. The limbic system, which includes the amygdala and 

hippocampus, is also involved in decision-making. These regions are involved in emotional 

processing and memory formation, and can influence decision-making through their 

interactions with the prefrontal cortex. 

 Applications of Neuroeconomics: The study of neuroeconomics has important applications in 

a variety of fields, including economics, marketing, and public policy. In economics, 

neuroeconomics can help to explain why people make certain economic decisions, and how 

these decisions are influenced by factors such as social norms, cognitive biases, and emotions. 

This understanding can be used to design more effective economic policies and regulations. 

In marketing, neuroeconomics can be used to understand consumer behavior and to develop 

more effective advertising and branding strategies. For example, research has shown that 

color can have a significant impact on consumer behavior, as different colors can elicit 

different emotional responses. This insight can be used to design marketing materials that are 

more likely to resonate with consumers. In public policy, neuroeconomics can be used to 

design interventions that encourage people to make healthier choices. For example, research 

has shown that framing health messages in terms of immediate rewards (such as feeling good) 

rather than long-term benefits (such as avoiding illness) can be more effective at motivating 

behavior change. 

 Criticism of Neuroeconomics: Despite its potential applications, neuroeconomics has also 

faced criticism from some quarters. One concern is that the research is often based on small 

samples and may not be representative of the broader population. Another criticism is that the 

field relies heavily on brain imaging techniques, which are costly and may not always provide 

accurate measurements of brain activity. Another criticism of neuroeconomics is that it can be 

reductionist, reducing complex human behavior to a set of neural processes. This approach 

may overlook important factors, such as social and cultural influences, that can impact 

decision-making. 

 

Neuroeconomics is an interdisciplinary field that seeks to understand human decision-making by 

integrating insights from economics, neuroscience, and psychology. It provides a unique perspective 

on the neural basis of decision-making and has important applications in fields such as economics, 

marketing, and public policy. However, neuroeconomics has faced criticism for relying on small 

sample sizes and brain imaging techniques, as well as for potentially oversimplifying complex human 

behavior. Despite these criticisms, the study of neuroeconomics has the potential to inform and 

improve our understanding of decision-making and its applications in various fields. 
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Neurodesign 
Neurodesign is a field that combines neuroscience and design to create products, services, and 
systems that are more effective, efficient, and appealing to users. It has gained popularity in recent 
years, especially in marketing and advertising, and has become a buzzword in the industry. In this 
essay, we will explore the intersection between neuroscience and design, the applications of 
neurodesign, the benefits of neurodesign, and the impact of color in neurodesign. 
 

The Intersection between Neuroscience and Design: Neuroscience and design share a common goal of 
understanding how people interact with their environment and how they process information. 
Neuroscience provides insights into how the brain works, how people perceive and process 
information, and how they make decisions. Designers can use this knowledge to create products, 
services, and systems that are more intuitive, engaging, and effective. 
 

The Applications of Neurodesign: Neurodesign has numerous applications in various fields, including 
marketing, advertising, architecture, and product design. In marketing and advertising, neurodesign is 
used to create more effective and compelling messages that resonate with the target audience. It 
involves analyzing the brain's response to different stimuli, such as images, sounds, and messages, to 
create messages that elicit the desired response from the audience. In architecture, neurodesign is used 
to create buildings and spaces that are more conducive to human behavior and well-being. It involves 
designing spaces that are visually appealing, easy to navigate, and comfortable to occupy. The goal is 
to create environments that promote productivity, creativity, and emotional well-being. In product 
design, neurodesign is used to create products that are more user-friendly and engaging. It involves 
analyzing how people interact with products and systems to create designs that are more intuitive and 
effective. The goal is to create products that are easy to use, aesthetically pleasing, and provide a 
positive user experience. 
 

The Benefits of Neurodesign: The benefits of neurodesign are numerous. It can help businesses and 
organizations create more effective messages that resonate with their target audience. It can also help 
architects create buildings and spaces that promote productivity, creativity, and emotional well-being. 
Additionally, it can help product designers create products that are more intuitive and engaging. One 
of the main benefits of neurodesign is that it can help businesses and organizations save time and 
money. By understanding how people process information and make decisions, businesses can create 
more effective marketing messages and advertising campaigns that resonate with their target 
audience. This can lead to increased sales and revenue. Another benefit of neurodesign is that it can 
help improve the overall user experience. By analyzing how people interact with products and 
systems, designers can create products that are more intuitive and engaging. This can lead to increased 
user satisfaction and loyalty. 
 

The Impact of Color in Neurodesign: Color plays an important role in neurodesign. Different colors 
can evoke different emotions and reactions in people. For example, red is associated with excitement 
and energy, while blue is associated with calmness and trust. Understanding the impact of color on the 
brain can help designers create products, services, and systems that are more effective and appealing 
to users. In marketing and advertising, color can be used to create messages that resonate with the 
target audience. For example, a company that sells energy drinks might use red in their advertising to 
evoke feelings of excitement and energy in their target audience. In architecture, color can be used to 
create spaces that promote different emotions and behaviors. For example, a hospital might use blue 
in their interiors to create a calming and soothing environment for patients. In product design, color 
can be used to create products that are more appealing and engaging to users. For example, a tech 
company might use bright and vibrant colors in their product design to evoke feelings of excitement 
and energy in their users. 
 

In conclusion, neurodesign is a rapidly growing field that combines neuroscience and design to create 
products, services, and systems that are more effective, efficient, and appealing to users. It has 
numerous applications in various fields, including marketing, advertising, architecture, and product 
design. By understanding how the brain processes information and makes decisions, designers can 
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create products that are more intuitive and engaging, while businesses can create more effective 
marketing messages and advertising campaigns that resonate with their target audience. Color also 
plays a significant role in neurodesign, as different colors can evoke different emotions and reactions 
in people. Overall, neurodesign offers numerous benefits and has the potential to significantly impact 
how we design and interact with our environment. 
 

Methodology: 
Identification of research questions: In addition to the research questions already formulated, specific 

research questions related to color and its impact on design can be identified. For example, "What is 

the role of color in consumer behavior and decision-making?" or "How can the use of color in design 

influence brand perception and recognition?" 

 Search strategy: To identify relevant literature on color and its impact on design, additional 

keywords such as "color psychology," "color theory," and "color design" can be added to the 

search strategy. Additional databases, such as the Color Research & Application journal, can 

also be included in the search. 

 Selection of articles: In addition to the inclusion criteria already established, articles 

specifically related to color and its impact on design are selected for analysis. These articles 

can be screened based on their title, abstract, and full text to ensure they meet the inclusion 

criteria. 

 Data extraction: In addition to extracting information on techniques and tools used in 

consumer neuroscience, neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign research, data 

related to color and its impact on design are also extracted. This includes information on color 

perception, color associations, and the use of color in branding and marketing. 

 Data analysis: The extracted data related to color are analyzed to identify patterns and trends 

in color use and their impact on design. This can include an analysis of color palettes, color 

schemes, and the use of color in different design contexts. 

 Synthesis of findings: The findings related to color and its impact on design are synthesized 

with the overall findings of the literature review. This synthesis can highlight the importance 

of color in design research and the need for further research on the topic. It can also provide 

insights into how the findings related to color can be applied in the fields of consumer 

neuroscience, neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign. 

 

Literature Review 
Here are some review studies on the topic of cognitive design research on colors from visual 

psychological perception including Neuroscience, Neuromarketing, Neuroeconomics, and 

Neurodesign: 

 

Kühn and Gallinat (2012) use functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to investigate the neural 

correlates of subjective pleasantness when tasting wine. They find that increased activity in the 

orbitofrontal cortex (OFC) is associated with higher subjective ratings of pleasantness, indicating that 

sensory experience and subjective perception are related. 

 

Bidelman and Walker (2017) review the psychology and neuroscience of color in music cognition, 

finding that color can influence perception, emotion, and cognitive processes in music listening. They 

argue that color and music processing share common neural mechanisms in the brain. 

 

Lee et al. (2018) examine the relationship between color preference and anxiety and depression in 

Korean college students. They find that students with anxiety and depression tend to prefer darker 

colors, suggesting that color preference may be a useful indicator of psychological states. 

 

Elliot and Maier (2014) provide a comprehensive review of color psychology, highlighting the effects 

of perceiving color on psychological functioning in humans. They discuss the role of color in 

attention, memory, emotion, and perception, emphasizing the complex and multidimensional nature of 

color perception. 
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Winkielman et al. (2006) propose that prototypes are attractive because they are easy on the mind, 

using a cognitive fluency framework to explain the appeal of prototypes in product design. They 

argue that prototypical designs are more likely to be preferred and remembered because they require 

less cognitive effort to process. 

 

Renvoisé and Morin (2007) introduce the concept of neuromarketing, which applies neuroscience and 

behavioral economics to marketing research. They argue that understanding the neural mechanisms 

underlying consumer behavior can help marketers design more effective products and campaigns. 

 

McClure et al. (2004) investigate the neural correlates of behavioral preference for culturally familiar 

drinks, finding that activation in the ventromedial prefrontal cortex (vmPFC) is associated with 

preference for familiar drinks. They argue that cultural familiarity can modulate neural reward signals 

and influence consumer behavior. 

 

Cui et al. (2014) examine the influence of color on decision making in online shopping among 

Chinese consumers. They find that color can affect consumers' product evaluations and purchase 

intentions, suggesting that color is an important factor in online consumer behavior. 

 

Morin et al. (2014) introduce the concept of NeuroDesign, which applies neuromarketing insights to 

enhance the design of logos and products. They argue that understanding the neural mechanisms 

underlying aesthetic preferences can help designers create more appealing and effective designs. 

 

Janssen and Mourali (2016) provide a socio-psychological explanation for why color influences 

decision making. They argue that color is a powerful cue that can activate associations, expectations, 

and emotions, shaping consumers' attitudes and behavior. They emphasize the importance of 

considering the cultural and contextual factors that influence color perception and meaning. 

 

The reviewed papers offer valuable insights into the impact of color perception on cognitive and 

behavioral processes in decision-making from various fields of study. Jiang et al. (2006) investigated 

the effect of invisible images on attentional processes and found that the processing of these images 

was gender and sexual orientation dependent. Satoh et al. (2013) explored the neural correlates of 

color categories in the fusiform gyrus and found that the brain regions responsible for color 

processing are modulated by language and culture. Cavanaugh and Wurtz (2004) investigated the 

subcortical modulation of attention and its role in countering change blindness. They found that 

subcortical attentional modulation can enhance the detection of changes in visual stimuli. Bechara et 

al. (1994) explored the impact of damage to the prefrontal cortex on decision-making and found that 

patients with prefrontal damage are insensitive to future consequences. 

 

Morrin and Ratneshwar (2000) investigated the impact of ambient color on consumer responses to 

advertising. They tested three theories and found that color can affect consumers' cognitive, affective, 

and behavioral responses to advertising. Lüdtke and Kauff (2014) explored the impact of color on 

behavior from a German perspective and found that colors can elicit different emotions and influence 

behavior. Tversky and Kahneman (1981) explored the psychology of choice and found that the 

framing of decisions can significantly influence decision-making. Charness and Gneezy (2012) 

investigated the impact of anonymity and social distance on decision-making in dictator and 

ultimatum games. They found that anonymity and social distance significantly impact decision-

making. 

 

Finally, Leder et al. (2004) developed a model of aesthetic appreciation and judgments and found that 

aesthetics are a combination of cognitive, perceptual, and emotional processes. Palmer et al. (2013) 

reviewed studies on visual aesthetics and human preference and found that aesthetic preference is 

shaped by both universal and individual factors. 
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In summary, the reviewed papers demonstrate that color perception can have a significant impact on 

cognitive and behavioral processes in decision-making. These insights from neuroscience, 

neuromarketing, neuroeconomics, and neurodesign can inform the development of effective 

marketing and design strategies. However, further research is needed to fully understand the complex 

interplay between color perception, cognition, and behavior in decision-making processes. 

 

Conclusion and future works 
In conclusion, the field of design has seen significant progress in recent years due to the integration of 
neuroscience and related disciplines. Product design, interaction design, visual communication design, 
and fashion design are all areas that have benefited greatly from this integration. By incorporating 
insights from consumer neuroscience, designers can better understand the complex relationships 
between consumers' emotional states, cognitive processes, and decision-making behavior. 
 

In product design, neuroscientific insights can help designers create products that are more intuitive, 
aesthetically pleasing, and emotionally engaging. By understanding how consumers interact with 
products on a neurological level, designers can make informed decisions about the materials, colors, 
shapes, and textures used in their designs. 
 

In interaction design, the integration of neuroscience can improve the usability and effectiveness of 
digital interfaces. By analyzing users' neural responses to different interface elements, designers can 
optimize the layout, functionality, and user experience of digital products. 
 

Visual communication design has also benefited from neuroscience, particularly in the realm of 
advertising and marketing. By understanding the neural mechanisms that underlie attention, emotion, 
and memory, designers can create visual communications that are more impactful, memorable, and 
persuasive. 
 

Finally, the integration of neuroscience and fashion design has led to exciting advancements in the 
understanding of consumer behavior and preferences. By analyzing consumers' neural responses to 
different fashion styles, designers can create products that are more appealing, fashionable, and 
reflective of current trends. 
 

In conclusion, the integration of neuroscience and related disciplines has had a significant impact on 
the field of design. By using tools and insights from consumer neuroscience, designers can create 
products and experiences that are more effective at engaging consumers and influencing their 
behavior. As research in this area continues to advance, the potential for designers to create truly 
innovative and impactful designs is limitless. 
 

Future research in this area can continue to explore the interplay between color, emotion, and 
cognition, with a focus on understanding how cultural and individual differences may influence these 
processes. Furthermore, advances in technology and data analysis can help address the limitations and 
criticisms of fields such as neuroeconomics, allowing for more robust and accurate research. 
 

In addition, as the field of neurodesign continues to grow, there is an opportunity to expand its 
applications to fields such as education, healthcare, and urban planning. By incorporating insights 
from neuroscience and cognitive psychology into these areas, we can create environments and 
systems that better meet the needs and preferences of individuals. 
 

In summary, the study of color perception and its impact on human behavior is a rich and multifaceted 
area that has the potential to improve various aspects of our lives. The integration of multiple 
disciplines and the use of advanced technologies offer exciting opportunities for future research and 
practical applications. By continuing to explore these areas, we can gain a deeper understanding of 
how we interact with our environment and create products and experiences that better meet our needs 
and preferences. 
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